We have observed orbital modulations of X-rays in 10 out of the 22 ASCA observations of non-magnetic CVs. Hardness ratio variations are detected on the orbital period in 2 of the brightest of these (U Gem and V426 Oph). Other periods are detected in 5 observations, ranging from 25 minutes to less than one minute. These may be caused by the rotation of the white dwarf at the centre of the disk, or by the progression of a density wave in the inner accretion disk.
Introduction
X-ray observations of non-magnetic cataclysmic variables probe the inner region of the accretion disc, where material slows from a Keplerian velocity in the disk to accrete onto the white dwarf surface. The Japanese X-ray satellite ASCA made 22 observations of 18 non-magnetic CVs, including 13 dwarf novae and 5 nova likes. Table 1. ASCA count rates (from the SIS0 instrument), orbital modulation amplitudes, orbital periods and inclinations of systems with a detected orbital modulation. The modulation amplitude is defined as the (peak-trough)/peak count-rates of the folded light curve. Inclinations from Ritter & Kolb (1998) Figure 1 . Both the orbital (dotted line) and a 12.4 minute period are detected in EI UMa. The horizontal lines mark the confidence levels.
Periodic Modulations
X-ray orbital period modulations have been detected in 10 out of 22 ASCA observations (see table 1 ). The orbital modulation of U Gem observed by ASCA has been reported by Szkody et al. (1996) , who suggest that the hardness modulation of U Gem is due to absorbing material located far from the orbital plane. We have found similar hardness ratio variations of 64
Other X-ray modulations are detected in 5 of the observations (see table below), and possibly in a further 6 observations with varying confidence. No significant variations in the hardness ratios are detected in these modulations. Since the X-rays originate from close to the white dwarf, these periods may be due to the rotation of a weakly magnetised white dwarf at the centre of the disk. Sion et al. (1994) used HST observations to measure the white dwarf rotation period in U Gem to be ∼ >10 minutes, similar to the observed periods presented here (see Sion 1999 for review of white dwarf rotation in CV's). These values are far from breakup rotation rates theory predicts (Livio & Pringle, 1998) .
Another possibility is that the modulations arise from a prograde travelling wave in the inner disk, which obscures and/or reprocesses radiation from the central region (Warner & Woudt, 2001 ). 
